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GO FURTHER WITH FOOTBALL

STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE

P R I O R I T Y  F O O T B A L L  A C A D E M Y

A B O U T  T H E  A C A D E M Y

Incorporate football into your studies, with weekly 
training sessions during the school day and 
midweek fixtures in the ECFA Men’s League. A 
career in football may not be as far away as you 
think…

As the football industry continues to experience 
a high rate of growth, the career opportunities 

Working in partnership with Nailsea School, 
Priority Football Academy is recruiting student 
athletes for the 2021 academic year. The Academy 
will offer enjoyable, structured training sessions 
so you can reach your full playing potential, 
opening doors to further opportunities within 
football and other sports.

All sessions will be led by our UEFA Qualified 
Coaches Robert Prior & Alex Lumsden. A typical 
schedule will consist of three training sessions 
per week (during sixth form hours), using Nailsea 
School’s fantastic all-weather facilities.

within it have never been better for young 
people. With a focus on education and providing 
opportunities, we aim to help you build the 
experience and qualifications you need to stand 
out from the competition when starting your 
career in Football.

Training sessions will cover the technical, tactical 
and physical aspects of the football programme, 
with matches in the ECFA Men’s League. Analysis, 
physiotherapy and recovery sessions will be 
integrated into the weekly training schedule. 

We are excited to introduce performance 
technology into the programme that will 
provide accurate data to monitor and support 
our athletes’ development. It will enable us to 
manage their training load - reducing the risk of 
injury and interference with their studies, whilst 
efficiently preparing them for the demands of 
competition.



TOP LEVEL COMPETITION

T H E  E N G L I S H  C O L L E G E S  F O O T B A L L 
A S S O C I A T I O N  L E A G U E  ( E C F A )

The philosophy of the ECFA is to provide quality 
competition for 16 to 19-year-olds ranging from 
participation to high performance. There is a 
three tier system in place for member colleges, 
schools and academies, which also includes 
additional cup competitions.

WHAT IS IT?

ECFA National Premier League:
Represents the best of college football. 

ECFA Championships:
Targeted at teams who have a focus on quality 
and performance. 

ECFA Regional Leagues:
Generating participation and progression to the 
above leagues. 

Cup Finals and League Playoffs will often take 
place at Professional football grounds around 
the country at the end of the season.

Men’s ECFA Premier Cup:
Premier League & Championship. 

Men’s Football Knockout:
Regional Leagues. 

Men’s ECFA Knockout Trophy:
Championship & Regional Leagues.
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REAL CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

W H A T  Y O U  C A N  A C H I E V E

Develop as a footballer in a professional  
environment while studying towards your chosen 
A-Levels (or equivalent qualifications). Train as 
part of a team and compete against some of the 
South West’s best footballers capturing invaluable 
experience that is unavailable on other courses. 
Grow your love for football while exploring a 
breadth of achievable career prospects and 
make the most of your opportunities to gain 
qualifications and experience within sport 
through pathways such as:

 
Playing

Officiating

Coaching

Performance Analysis

Sports Therapy

Sports Rehabilitation

Nutrition

Strength and Conditioning

Sports Psychology

Make your future in football a reality; Priority 
Football Academy and Nailsea School will 
help you connect with the right people to 
build strong foundations for your career 
within football, offering pathways into playing 
Professionally and Semi-Professionally, 
coaching, performance analysis and other 
roles within the sports industry.

The UK boasts several specialist Universities 
when it comes to playing and studying sports 
performance. Local Universities such as USW, 
Bath and Hartpury as well as world renowned 
Universities such as Loughborough, Glasgow 
and Exeter can provide you with valuable 
experience and qualifications essential for further 
progression within sport.  

In addition, Priority Football Academy can help 
you to gain a scholarship studying and playing 
football at a University abroad or in the UK - an 
exciting and potentially life changing opportunity 
for many athletes aged 16-18.

WHERE YOU CAN GO NEXT

POST 18 PROGRESSIONS
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A MODERN LEARNING 
ENVIRONMENT

F A C I L I T I E S

Nailsea School boasts state of the art facilities; 
There is a grass pitch, two Multi Use Games Areas 
(MUGAs) as well as a fully floodlit 4G pitch. There 
is also a large Sports Hall which can accommodate 
a variety of indoor training practices, as well 
as Testing, Strength & Conditioning and Gym 
sessions. These will provide our student athletes 
with the skills, knowledge and equipment they 
need to develop as an athlete and open doors 
that will progress their career. 

To encourage and assist with our athletes studies, 
there is an independent Sixth Form area that has 
been developed to provide a modern learning 
environment, as well as an environment where 
students can relax during their breaks. The Sixth 
Form area has computers, full access to Wifi and a 
recreational area.

SPORTS LEARNING
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ASPIRE. BELIEVE. SUCCEED.

N A I L S E A  S C H O O L

Nailsea School was re-built in 2009 to reflect 
a bright, modern centre of learning. Many 
of the classrooms and staff bases have glass 
walls creating openness and visibility around 
the school. Nailsea School’s vision is to build a 
nurturing community where students are valued 
and supported to reach their full potential, 
developing the skills and qualifications needed for 
future success.

ABOUT

Nailsea and Backwell railway station is a 
15-minute walk from the School and has direct 
links from both Bristol Temple Meads and 
Weston-super-Mare. Nailsea School is also 
fortunate enough to be on a main bus route 
that services many of the towns across North 
Somerset and is situated within 3 minutes’ walk of 
Nailsea’s shopping centre.

The Sixth Form has a vibrant learning community 
with a range of educational opportunities. 
Students learn to work independently and are 
encouraged to think widely about their future 
aspirations. 

The self-contained Sixth Form area is designed to 
support the independent learning of older year 
groups, with group and individual study areas. 
Students can also benefit from three catering 
service points including the main cafeteria, 
situated just beyond the Atrium, where a variety 
of hot meals and snacks are served.

For more information visit Nailsea School’s 
website at www.nailseaschool.com

TRAVEL AND LOCATION

NAILSEA SIXTH FORM
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CREATING SPORTING SUCCESS

W H O  W E  A R E

Rob formerly coached at the Bristol Rovers Academy for 4 years 
and holds the UEFA B Licence and Youth Award qualifications. 
He has a wide range of experience from Under 9s to senior 
football and is currently the Nailsea United First Team Manager. 
Rob’s previous clubs include Clevedon Town and Yate Town 
where he has been lucky enough to work with some of the  
most experienced and respected coaches in the area.

ROB PRIOR
Founder & Coach

“I am thrilled to provide such an opportunity for 16-18 year olds to continue their enjoyment  
of football and development as players. This programme allows us to continue our 
involvement within the community and to extend our support to players when transitioning 
into adulthood. Working with Nailsea School, we aim to provide the best sporting 
opportunities for our student athletes so they can go on to succeed in their chosen careers.”

As well as our Head Coach, Alex is a Youth Development Phase 
Coach at Forest Green Rovers and previously worked at Bristol 
Rovers with Rob for 3 years. He too holds a UEFA B Licence and 
Youth Award qualifications and is currently a UEFA A Licence 
candidate with the Scottish FA. Alex has a vast amount of 
experience producing pathways for young players stepping 
into semi-professional football, most recently working as 
Assistant Manager with Southern League side Slimbridge AFC.

ALEX LUMSDEN
Head Coach

“At 16 I decided to join a Football and Education Programme and they were two of my best  
years in football. You learn so much at a key stage of your life - for me it was adapting to 
senior football as a player whilst studying to become a coach. We hope to provide the same 
amount of enjoyment and learning experiences to our student athletes so they too will be 
inspired to progress within football.”

7



8

www.priorityfootballacademy.co.uk

team@priorityfootballacademy.co.uk


